
Mordecai’s Discovery
A Plot Against the King

A Message to the Queen

Life at the palace was never dull, but it
wasn’t always glamorous either. While
Esther settled into her new role as queen,
Mordecai, her wise and protective cousin,
kept busy at the palace gates. Imagine
Mordecai as an ancient-world detective,
always alert and observant. One day, his
sharp ears picked up a conversation that
made his heart pound like a drum solo in a
rock concert. Two palace guards were
plotting to assassinate King Xerxes.
Mordecai knew he had to act quickly; there
was no time to lose.

Mordecai sent an urgent message to Esther. He scribbled
down the details of the plot, his hands probably shaking
with the gravity of the situation. Esther, realizing the risk to
her position but also understanding the importance of her
new role, took the information to the king. She didn’t claim
the glory for herself; she gave credit where it was due,
naming Mordecai as the source.

King Xerxes didn’t take the threat lightly. An investigation
was launched faster than you could say “treason,” and the
plot was confirmed. The conspirators were arrested and
swiftly executed. The whole episode was recorded in the
royal chronicles—a fancy book where all important events
were noted—but Mordecai didn’t get any immediate
reward. It was as if he’d just saved the king’s life, and
everyone decided to play a round of “Let’s Forget to Thank
the Hero.”

Mordecai’s Loyalty
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Integrity: Have you ever had to make a difficult
decision to do the right thing? What were the
consequences?

Prejudice: How do you think it feels to be judged
unfairly based on who you are? How can we stand up
against such prejudice?
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Time passed, and a new player entered the
scene: Haman. Think of Haman as that
villain in every superhero movie who seems
to have it all but is driven by a petty grudge.
He rose through the ranks to become one
of King Xerxes’ top officials. The king
commanded that everyone should bow
down to Haman, and most people did.
They probably did so out of fear or respect,
but not Mordecai. Mordecai stood tall and
refused to bow, a silent act of defiance that
didn’t sit well with Haman.

Haman’s annoyance quickly turned to rage
when he found out Mordecai was Jewish.
That’s when Haman’s dark side took over.
Instead of just dealing with Mordecai, he
decided to wipe out all the Jews in the
kingdom. Talk about an overreaction!

A Deadly Decree

Using his newfound influence, Haman went
to King Xerxes with a sinister plan. He
painted the Jews as a threat to the
kingdom, a people who didn’t follow the
king’s laws and needed to be eliminated.
Xerxes, not realizing that his beloved queen
was one of these people, agreed. He
handed over his signet ring to Haman—a
ring that acted like the ultimate royal
signature—and authorized the
extermination of the Jews. The decree was
sent out, and the news spread like wildfire,
causing panic and despair among the
Jewish population.

The decree stated that on a single day—
March 7 of the next year—all Jews, young
and old, women and children, were to be
killed, slaughtered, and annihilated. Their
property would be free for the taking. The
king and Haman sat down to celebrate
their grim decision with drinks, while the city
of Susa plunged into confusion and fear.

Reflective Questions:

Stay tuned for the next episode where Mordecai seeks
Esther’s help, and she faces a life-changing decision!

Haman Enters the Scene


