
The Bake-Off
Picture this: a bustling little town where everyone

knows each other, and the highlight of the year is

the Great Bake-Off. It's a big deal—families bake

their best bread, cakes, and pastries, hoping to

win the coveted golden rolling pin. This year,

there's a lot of buzz because Mrs. Cindy, the

town’s beloved baker, is entering with her famous

sourdough bread. Everyone knows her secret

ingredient: a little bit of yeast that makes her

bread rise perfectly every time.

The day before the bake-off, Mrs. Cindy invites a

group of kids from the local school, including a

curious teen named Alex, to her bakery to show

them how to bake the perfect loaf of bread. The

kids are excited; they’ve all heard of her magical

yeast and can’t wait to see it in action.

The Magic of Yeast
As they gather around, Mrs. Cindy starts mixing

the dough. She adds flour, water, and a tiny

pinch of salt. Then she reaches for the jar of

yeast, holding it up for everyone to see. “This,”

she says, “is the secret to great bread. A little bit

of yeast makes the dough rise and become light

and fluffy.”

Alex, always the skeptic, raises an eyebrow. “That

tiny bit of powder does all that? It doesn’t look

like much.”

Mrs. Cindy smiles. “It may seem small, but it’s

powerful. Watch and see.”

She mixes the yeast into the dough and starts

kneading. The kids take turns feeling the dough,

which is smooth and firm. Mrs. Cindy covers the

dough with a cloth and sets it aside. “Now, we

wait.”
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The Waiting Game
The kids are impatient. Waiting is the last thing they want to do, but Mrs. Cindy assures them it’s worth it.

They pass the time talking about the different types of bread they love, from garlic knots to cinnamon rolls.

After a while, Mrs. Cindy lifts the cloth to reveal the dough. It’s doubled in size, puffed up and soft.

The kids are amazed. “No way!” says Alex, eyes wide. “It’s huge!”

Mrs. Cindy nods. “That’s the yeast at work. Even though it’s tiny, it spreads through the whole dough, making

it rise. You see, the yeast transforms the dough from the inside out. It’s a lot like how small actions or

changes can have a big impact.”

Into the Oven
Next, Mrs. Cindy shapes the dough into loaves and puts them in the oven. The kids can hardly wait for the

bread to bake. The bakery fills with the warm, comforting smell of fresh bread. It’s the kind of smell that

makes you feel at home, safe, and hungry all at once.

Finally, the timer dings and Mrs. Cindy pulls out the golden loaves. They’re perfect—crisp on the outside, soft

and airy on the inside. The kids gather around, eager to taste the bread they helped make. As they bite into

the warm slices, they can’t believe something so delicious came from that little bit of yeast.

Breaking It Down: What It All Means
After everyone has had their fill, Mrs. Cindy sits down with the kids. Alex asks, “So, why did you show us how

to make bread? Was it just for the bake-off?”

Mrs. Cindy shakes her head. “There’s a bigger lesson here. The yeast in the dough is like a good influence in

our lives. Even though it might seem small or insignificant, it can make a big difference. Just like the yeast

makes the bread rise, positive action, and attitude can change our lives and the lives of others in a big way.”

She continues, “Think about it. A kind word, a helpful gesture, or even a bit of encouragement can spread

and make a huge impact. Sometimes, it’s the small things that make the biggest difference.”

Reflective Questions:
Influence: Have you ever noticed how one small action, like smiling at someone or saying something

nice, can change someone's day? How do small actions have a big impact?

1.

Patience: The dough needed time to rise before it could be baked into delicious bread. Can you think of

a time when patience paid off for you?

2.

Growth: Just like the yeast makes the dough grow, what are some positive influences in your life that

help you grow into a better person?

3.

Conclusion:
The kids leave the bakery with full bellies and a lot to think about. They realize that even though they’re

young, their actions and choices can have a big impact on the world around them. Just like the yeast in the

dough, their positive influence can spread and create something beautiful.

As they head home, Alex turns to Mrs. Cindy and says, “I guess it’s true what they say—good things come in

small packages.”

Mrs. Cindy smiles. “Exactly, Alex. And remember, you have the power to be the yeast in someone else’s life,

helping them grow and rise.”


